VITAL CONVERSATION

YOUR WINNIPEG IN 2030:
BUILDING BELONGING IN OUR CITY
Urban plans and community designs that break down barriers
We are pleased to gather today for another Vital Conversation around
a topic Winnipeggers told us was important to them – Belonging.
Belonging was one of the four key findings identified in Winnipeg’s
Vital Signs® 2017, a Winnipeg Foundation project that presented a
snapshot of our community. Vital Signs identifies significant needs
and trends by combining research with the results of surveys, in
which community members provided insights on issue areas critical
to quality of life in Winnipeg.
In the report, Winnipeggers overwhelmingly rated their quality of
life as ‘good’ or ‘very good’ and most said they have a strong sense
of belonging and are proud of our community. However, there were
also many issues raised including the face one out of every four
Winnipeggers has felt uncomfortable because of discrimination.
As your community foundation, we’ve invested heavily during the
past two decades in downtown green spaces. We believe our city
will be ‘a Winnipeg where community life flourishes for all’ if we have
a vibrant downtown. You’ll find highlights of our green spaces work
inside this document.
The Winnipeg Foundation is pleased to convene citizens around
important community issues. Today we want to explore how we
can help ensure all Winnipeggers feel a strong sense of belonging
and pride, and how we can – as a community – plan and design
in a forward-looking way as we envision and build a healthy and
sustainable community.
In partnership with Storefront MB, we look forward to learning more about home-grown urban plans and community designs
that are breaking down divisions, cultivating belonging and fostering reconciliation. We welcome your ideas on innovations in
community design.
This evening’s discussion will be moderated by Dan Lett - Columnist at the Winnipeg Free Press.
THE PANELISTS:
• Brent Bellamy – Creative Director at Number TEN Architectural Group
• Paul Jordan – CEO of The Forks North Portage Partnership
• Hijab Mitra – Architect at MISTECTURE and designer of Merchants Corner
• Jamil Mahmood – Executive Director at Spence Neighbourhood Association
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The Winnipeg Foundation’s vision is ‘A Winnipeg where community life flourishes for all.’ We believe
a flourishing community includes a vibrant downtown. Our official Green Spaces Strategy, launched
in 2008, commits support to green space projects in our downtown. Many of our other grants have
further enhanced the downtown landscape.
This map illustrates some of projects we’ve supported during the past 10 or so years. The colour
indicates when grants were approved.

PRIOR TO 2014–2017 STRATEGIC PLAN
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1 | Winnipeg School Division, Gordon Bell High School Athletic Field | $95,000. A lot that once
housed a car dealership was transformed into an athletic field for Gordon Bell High School students and
the broader community.
2 | City of Winnipeg, Central Park | $500,000. Renovations to this historic park included
improvements to lighting and landscaping, upgraded facilities for weekly summer markets, a soccer
field and splash pad, refurbishment of Waddell Fountain, and more.
3 | City of Winnipeg, Old Market Square | $500,000. This project included landscaping, lighting
and improved seating, plus the construction of the Cube Stage.
4 | Red River College, Paterson GlobalFoods Institute | $500,000. Union Bank Tower was
transformed into the Paterson GlobalFoods Institute, which houses the Culinary Arts and Hospitality
and Tourism programs and a student residence. The redevelopment also included adjacent Bijou Park,
which links Old Market Square to Main Street.
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5 | Manitoba Children’s Museum | $1.1 million. The Children’s Museum got a major facelift which
included the welcome centre addition, milk machine, lasagna lookout, mellow marsh, and lots more.
6 | Canadian Museum for Human Rights | $6 million. The Winnipeg Foundation made the largest
grant in its history to support construction of this national treasure.

DURING 2014–2017 STRATEGIC PLAN
7 | Manitoba Museum, Alloway Hall | $500,000. The exhibition space was expanded to
accommodate larger traveling exhibits and is available for rentals.
8 | Winnipeg Arts Council | $50,000. A public art project commemorating the 1919 general strike at
Pantages Theatre Plaza will soon be constructed.
9 | Friends of Upper Fort Garry | $500,000. The new heritage park at Upper Fort Garry includes
a 400-foot interpretive wall built of steel and lights that marks the height, depth and location of the
Fort’s original west wall.
10 | Winnipeg Art Gallery, Inuit Art Centre | $950,000. The forthcoming centre will showcase
the world’s largest collection of Inuit art.
11 | The Forks Foundation, Alloway Arch and Widow’s Mite Fountain | $425,000. Constructed
at The Forks and opened in 2015, the Alloway Arch features shards from the Alloway and Champion
Bank, which was owned by Foundation founder William Forbes Alloway. It also features the Widow’s
Mite Fountain, which pays homage to the second gift received by The Foundation – three gold coins
valued at $15.
12 | The Forks Foundation, South Point at The Forks | $500,000. The project will renovate
lands running through South Point Park at The Forks. It will improve the walkway, create permanent
interpretative signs recognizing the Indigenous history of the area, and more. It is part of the 2.5 km
pedestrian loop connecting The Forks, Esplanade Riel and the Saint Boniface Belvedere.
13 | City of Winnipeg, Saint Boniface Belvedere | $1 million. The project will renovate the public
space along Taché Avenue between Provencher Boulevard and Despins Street, creating an elevated
lookout above the riverbank that incorporates public art.
1) Photo courtesy of Gordon Bell High School. 2) Photo courtesy of Red River College.
3) Photo courtesy of Manitoba Museum. 4) Artist rendering of Bloody Saturday by Bernie
Miller and Noam Gonick. 5) Photo courtesy of Scatliff + Miller + Murray.
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REVITALIZING OUR DOWNTOWN
TRANSFORMING THE HEART OF OUR CITY
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The Winnipeg Foundation presents
a Vital Conversation with

Richard Florida, University of Toronto,
Author The New Urban Crisis
Hear more about how The New Urban Crisis is affecting
Canadian cities, including Winnipeg.

Thursday, May 3rd
The Provencher Ballroom
Hotel Fort Garry
222 Broadway, Winnipeg
Tickets are $100 each and
are available at
winnipegvitalsigns.org
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